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Smokeless Chullah- An environment friendly
drudgery reducing technology for rural woman

B CHANDAN KUMAR DEKA, PRIYANKA NATH AND JAYANTAKR.DUTTA

SUMMARY : InAssam, firewood collected from the forest and homestead isthe common fuel in rural household
for which the rural woman possessesthe traditional Chullah which causes health hazardsto them. Thisisequally
truefor the rural women of Nagaon district too. It was, therefore, felt essential to introduce smokeless Chullahin
thevillages of Nagaon district. The study was conducted by Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Nagaon in theyear 2010. It was
an action oriented research in which training was given to the farm women through lecture cum demonstration
methods and theintervention was done at their home. Datawere collected on gain in knowledge, skill up gradation
and perception of rural women towards smokel ess Chullah after training and intervention. Knowledge beforetraining
indicates that majority of the respondents (85.0%) werein the category of poor knowledge and 15.0 per cent had
average knowledge. Knowledge after training depicts clearly that there were tremendous gain in knowledge as
majority of the respondents (67.5%) shifted to the category of good knowledge. Again after intervention, the
respondents belonged to the category of good knowledge was 82.5 per cent. The woman beneficiary perceived
smokel ess Chullah as appropriate in terms of time and fuel saving, low cost, environment friendly and keepsfood
hot for longer time. An outcome of the two pots smokeless Chullah was that farm woman developed habit of
planning menu in advance. The other rural women of thelocality where smokel ess Chullah wasinstalled expressed
willingnessto adopt this chullah at their homesvery soon.
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